Neurochemistry of cocaine withdrawal.
Neural circuits comprised of dopamine-containing and dopamine-receptive neurons are altered functionally after the repeated intermittent administration of cocaine and its withdrawal. The characterization of these neuroadaptive changes at various times after repeated exposure to cocaine is important because they may relate to addictive or withdrawal states associated with cocaine abuse. They also may suggest targets leading to the development of medications to treat one or more aspects of cocaine dependence.